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דתשפ"  קדושים פרשת   

The Yetzer Hara Makes the Most Repulsive Things Seem 
Appealing 

Parshas Achrei Mos and Kedoshim (this week and last week’s Parsha) enumerate the entire list of Arayos. I 
counted 4 times the word: תוֹ תּוֹעֵב  “abominations” in the last few Pesukim of Parshas Achrei Mos. In Parshas 
Kedoshim we have the word: זִמָּה (depraved) twice.  
In Parshas Kedoshim we have (depravity)   הָאָרֶץ    תְּחַלֵּלאַל הָאָרֶץ וּמָלְאָה  וְלאֹ תִזְנֶה  יט כט  זִמָּה אֶת בִּתְּ˃ לְהַזְנוֹתָהּ  . Don’t 
profane your daughter! So many derogatory words describing Z’nus as the lowliest and most disgusting and 
repulsive activity. At the end of 
Parshas Achrei Mos  I also counted 
6 times the word Tum’ah in relation 
to Arayos – it’s unclean and filthy – 
dirt! Vomit! (Tamei means unclean) 
and at the end of Parshas 
Kedoshim we have Hashem 
Himself saying: בָּם כג   וָאָקֻץ  כ   “I’m 
disgusted with them!” (Arayos is 
also called: הַשְׁחָתָה “destruction” in 
Parshas Noach by the Dor 
HaMabul).             
There is good reason why the Torah 
is constantly describing Arayos in a 
negative way. Otherwise, it can 
actually be appealing, Rachmana 
Litzlan. One of the Gedolei Yisroel 
said: “They call it “love”, and we call 
it “Kares”; i.e., you’re being cut off 
and lost forever if you get involved! 
One of the Eitzos that Chazal give 
is by realizing the stench of this 
Sugya.                                     
I know stories of R’ Avigdor Miller 
Zatzal how he gave Eitzos to people 
who had Nisyonos in these areas by 
realizing the ugliness and 
animalistic nature of Arayos. It is 
interesting that Shlomo HaMelech 
in Mishlei describes people involved 
in Arayos as having no Sechel. And 
he is:  ַישׁ גִ דְ מ  (stresses) the 
greatness and sweetness of 

Respect Your Struggles! They are Your Ticket to Greatness 
Chazal say that when a person keeps away from Arayos, he becomes 
Kadosh; whereas stumbling in Arayos makes a person Tamei. The 
story is told about one of the biggest Gedolim of the last Dor who was 
able to sense if a person was truly holy, or if he had Tum'ah in his 
system, Rachmana Litzlan. (He would not shake the hand of such a 
person).                
(And there were very few people whose hand he would shake). This 
Adam Gadol was once told about a big artist whose pictures were very 
real. The artist drew a picture of Yetzias Mitzrayim, and the Gadol didn’t 
like the picture. He noticed that the noses of the Mitzri'im and the Jews 
were similar, and his father had told him that they are different.   
Imagine! This Tzaddik never saw a Goy in his life! No wonder he was 
so sensitive to a person’s Kedusha level! Obviously, his parents, who 
were Tzaddikim Yesodei Olam had kept him away from all Tum'ah, and 
he was able to become a world-famous giant of giants, a Tzaddik 
Yesod Olam Mamash!     
When us Americans hear this story, we get depressed, since we’ve 
seen loads and loads of Tum'ah throughout our lives. So why did R' 
Nosson Wachtfogel Zatzal say in the name of R' Elchonon 
Wassermann Zatzal that American Yeshiva Bachurim will bring 
Moshiach??          
The name of this Adam Gadol has been omitted intentionally, in order 
not to undermine his greatness to the slightest; especially since I 
consider him my Rebbe in many ways. Yet, an American “Harry” has to 
realize that he actually has an edge over a Tzaddik like this.                        
Perhaps we are on an even a greater Madrega, having experienced 
Goyishe Tum'ah from our youth. Regardless if your exposure was: 
 deliberate or by mistake, willingly or against בְּשׁוֹגֵג אוֹ בְּמֵזִיד, בְּאוֹנֵס אוֹ בְּרָצוֹן
your will, it affects your Neshama, and it makes your struggles in 
Avodas Hashem more difficult. Such a person is used to certain 
Tum'ah, and he needs to struggle with it.                                         
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learning Torah, which is the official 
antidote that saves you from the 
Yetzer Hara of Arayos.                          

The Healthy Satisfaction that 
Comes from Limud HaTorah Is 
the Best Way to Conquer All 

Forms of Yetzer Hara 
Of course, the most ideal way to 
conquer Arayos and all forms of 
Yetzer Hara is the blatt Gemara. 
Those who Lig in learning are 
simply in a different world, and by 
them, even the most difficult Yetzer 
Hara of Redifas HaKavod is taken 
care of, since:  אבות    אֵין כָּבוֹד אֶלָּא תוֹרָה

ג   the real Kavod is for learning ו 
Torah. You simply don’t need 
Kavod if you’re properly involved in 
learning Torah. You’re full of 
Simcha, and have plenty of healthy: 

קוּיפּסִ   satisfaction in the Gan Eden 
of your precious learning.   אַשְׁרֵי
                                 !Fortunate is your lot חֶלְקְ˃! 

We Need to Propagandize 
Ourselves to Help Us Appreciate 

and Glorify Learning Torah  
However, many, many, of us, 
including Bnei Torah, need to be: 
 put down Arayos, and from מְגַנֶה
time to time to learn Mussar 
Seforim and to be:  ִן נֵ וֹבּתְ מ  
contemplate and see through the 
fake fallacy of the Yetzer Hara who 
tries to make Arayos attractive. And 
learning Torah has to be glorified 
constantly and appreciated more and more. Just like you keep “selling” the true evil of:  ַער  sin, you also need 
to have a propaganda machine that keeps appreciating what learning Torah is.                                                   

How Basic It Is to Value and Rejoice and Be Grateful for Your OWN Learning  
The Gemara says that learning without song is called: קִּים לאֹ טוֹבִיםוּח  “laws that are no good”. Dovid wanted his 
Tehilim to be as Chashuv as Nega’im and Ohalos (the deepest topics of Torah) and he once said:   זְמִרוֹת הָיוּ לִי

 ˃ תהלים קיט נד  חֻקֶּי  Your commandments are to me like a song. The Gemara says that that Dovid HaMelech learned 
Torah the first half of the night, and the other half he sang praises to Hashem. R’ Zundel of Salant Zatzal explains 
that he sang in appreciation and Simcha over the Torah that he had just learned. 
Perhaps this is why he was so against Doeg HaEdomi, despite his being a major Talmid Chochom. The name 
Doeg means “worry”, and we can suggest that Dovid wasn’t Machshiv the Torah of Doeg HaEdomi since it was 
devoid of Zemiros. (A worrier doesn’t sing so fast and without:  ִשׁפֶ נֶ ק הַ וּיפּס  satisfaction in life, people do evil).  
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Surprise, surprise! It is very possible that this lowlife “Harry” has 
greater Zechusim than a:  מֵרֶחֶם  born Tzaddik, precisely קָדוֹשׁ 
because of his difficulties.  אַגְרָא צַעֲרָא  כב  לְפוּם  ה  אבות   The reward 
increases according to your effort is a simple truth that nobody 
believes. People respect only simple greatness and finished 
products, including Gedolei Yisroel. They give no value to the pain 
of having a strong Yetzer Hara.              
When a person has lusts, he thinks that there is something wrong 
with him, & that he is a bum without Yiras Shamayim. He envies 
all those Tzaddikim who appear to have a “smoother ride” than 
him. But this is not Daas Torah! It’s Daas Baalei Battim (i.e., the 
opposite of Daas Torah), and as “frum” and “well-meaning they 
may be, they are still dead-wrong and are Kofer have no faith in 
Chazal who respect struggles more than those pure giants!                                 
The Rambam in Hilchos Teshuva was aware of this crooked way of 
thinking (that we are all guilty of!). We cannot get past it unless we work 
hard to once-and-for-all appreciate the Tza'ar that we go through, in 
worrying about conquering our low-life lusts. The Rambam keeps 
emphasizing our holy Chazal who say that:   בְּמָקוֹם שֶׁבַּעֲלֵי תְּשׁוּבָה עוֹמְדִים

ברכות לד ב אֵין צַדִיקִים גְמוּרִים יְכוֹלִין לַעֲמוֹד  Baalei Teshuva are even GREATER 
than pure Tzaddikim! Those Tzaddikim can’t even stand near you!  
The “strugglers” are always falling, and are always:  בִּבְחִינַת בַּעֲלֵי תְּשׁוּבָה 
a type of Baalei Teshuva, and their reward is incredible and almost 
impossible to believe! Shlomo HaMelech in Mishlei has a beautiful 
Passuk: ת נַפְשׁוֹ וּבְשִׂמְחָתוֹ לאֹ יִתְעָרַב זָר משלי יד י  לֵב יוֹדֵעַ מָרַֹ  No one else can 
feel the pain of your struggle, but the joy of your triumph will be felt by 
you alone. You may be full of bitterness with the pain & 
embarrassment of your struggles, but if you keep trying, then you 
are in a constant ongoing state of Teshuva.                          
And in the end, when you have shown that you didn’t give up 
despite your unending perpetual weaknesses, you will be Zoche 
to such Simcha and reward, that all those:  מֵרֶחֶם  born קָדוֹשׁ 
Tzaddikim will have no Shaychus with you, and they may not even 
be Zoche to even SEE your place in Gan Eden. 


