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התשפ" כי תשא  פרשת   

Having Patience, Even Just a Drop, Is A Holy Midda 
If they had only been patient, and waited for Moshe, there would not have been a חטא העגל. Patience is a big 
Yesod in Avodas Hashem. A gentile needs instant gratification, like Eisav; you can’t tell him that there is another 
world Olam HaBah to wait for. A general Yesod: Even when you feel compelled to do something that you 
shouldn’t do, try to hesitate! People who work on Ta'avas A'chila (their desire for food) just hesitate for one 
minute till they eat. And this makes a major difference. That “one-minute wait” makes them no longer a Baal 
Ta'ava’nik. They have control!  
When the Steipler Zatzal was in the army, he was forced to stand guard all night at the border. It was freezing 
cold, and whoever stood guard was provided with a pelt coat to withstand the elements. One Shabbos, it was 
the Steipler’s turn to stand guard, and he found the pelt coat hanging from a tree, where the previous guard had 
left it. Removing it off the tree involved an Issur D'rabanan (of:  בְּאִילָן מִשְׁתַּמְשִׁין   .(using a tree on Shabbos אֵין 
Without wearing the pelts, a person would 
freeze to death in the Russian winter, 
Chas V'shalom.     
So he decided to wait 10 minutes before 
putting them on, since 10 minutes wouldn’t 
kill him. After 10 minutes, he decided to 
wait another 10 minutes. This continued 
again and again, until the entire night 
passed and he survived! Waiting and 
hesitating and taking things one step at a 
time is a holy Midda, like Menuchas 
HaNefesh and Bitachon.  
     

A Yid Goes Slow, And Doesn’t 
Become Tzu’tu’melt 

And this was the official reason Yaakov 
told Eisav why he didn’t want to travel 
together with him, since: וישלח לג    הַיְלָדִים רַכִּים

 :the children are fragile and I have to go יג
תּאַ לְ   תּ אַ לְ   slowly! A Yid goes slow, and 

doesn’t become:  ָּל הוּב  hyper and panicky. 
Notice how often Megilas Esther is loaded 
with:  ָתַּמְרוּקֶיה אֶת  ט  וַיְבַהֵל  ב   he “hurried” to 
bring her oils, and:  ו יד   וַיַּבְהִלוּ לְהָבִיא אֶת הָמָן  
they “hurried” to bring Haman, and:   הָרָצִים

ג טו  יָצְאוּ דְחוּפִים בִּדְבַר הַמֶּלֶ˂  the messengers 
went out in a “hurry”. They are running and 
flying and getting Tzu’tu’melt. Indeed, 
Chazal say that Persians have no 
Menucha like a bear.      

Our Issues and Daily Tests from Shamayim 
Are All Dimyonos and Fake Masks 

Chazal say: עירובין סה א   נִכְנָס יָיִן יָצָא סוֹד  When wine goes in (a person), 
all his secrets come out. We can say:  ְּזמֶ רֶ   ˂ רֶ דֶ ב  that Purim is a 
day of revealing the truths of our lives. We wear scary masks, but 
we realize that it’s only a mask, and there is nothing to be afraid 
of. The same is with our issues and daily tests from Shamayim. 
They are all Dimyonos and fake masks. So all our Nisyonos aren’t 
real. Usually, our pain comes from the loss of Kavod, which is: 
       .just hot air הֶבֶל הַבָלִים 
Or we are forgetting the greatness of Yissurim, which saves us 
from even worse punishments, like Gehinom. So all our 
“problems” are really a lie; like a mask that’s not real. And our 
partying can be a symbol of what Olam HaZeh really is, like 
Chazal say:   דָמֵי הִילוּלָא  כְּבֵי  עַלְמָא  נד אהַאי  עירובין   this world is like a 
party (which will soon end)  חֲטוֹף אֱכוֹל חֲטוֹף אִישְׁתִי so eat and drink 
as much as you can (i.e., acquire as much Torah and Mitzvos as 
you can). A Yid has to realize that this is the truth of his existence, 
like the Mesilas Yesharim says:  שֶׁהָאָדָם לאֹ נִבְרָא אֶלָּא לְהִתְעַנֵּג עַל ה '  
a person came to this world only to receive eternal pleasure in 
the next world. 
When R’ Yaakov Galinsky Zatzal came to Novardok, he 
overheard the Steipler learning the above Chazal (that this world 
is like a party) with a Mussar Niggun. Indeed, in Novardok they 
experienced this world like a party, since they enjoyed working 
on their Middos. On Purim:  יָצָא סוֹד the truth comes out, the true: 
ד סוֹ  secret of Olam HaZeh comes out, and we are involved in 

Seudas Purim with plenty of dancing and singing. Remember to 
continue to be Purim’dik all year, i.e., by working on your Middos 
like Mordechai and Esther, you’ll feel like you’re always at a party. 
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Novardok 
Keeping Shabbos comes right before the Ma'aseh Eigel. The Sefer HaK’sav V’haKabalah says that refraining 
from work on Shabbos involves going against your Tevah (nature) since a person naturally wants to always 
do and accomplish and be in charge; and on Shabbos he sits back and lets Hashem run His world. The 
Malbim says that keeping Shabbos gives you a taste of Olam HaBah. By the Ma'aseh Eigel, it says:   ּוַיָּקֻמו

לב ו  לְצַחֵק   they got up to enjoy themselves and have a good time.          
And this is what upset Moshe so much, when he said:  ַלב יח קוֹל עַנּוֹת אָנֹכִי שֹׁמֵע  I hear their rejoicing. Those who 
have a Geshmak in evil and Ta'avos Olam HaZeh, obviously aren’t having enough enjoyment in a sweet 
Shabbos and in learning Torah. In Novardok they learned Mussar B'hispa'alus with such a Geshmak, that 
Ta'avos Olam HaZeh had no place in their lives. 
The entire story of Purim starts off with Achashverosh’s tremendous feasts and fake fun, and Klal Yisroel 
being Nichshal in:  מגילה יב א  שֶׁנֶּהֱנוּ מִסְּעוּדָתוֹ שֶׁל אוֹתוֹ רָשָׁע  having pleasure from the feast of that Rasha, despite 
Mordechai begging them not to. The whole Megila is a story of tasting the fake fun, Rachmana Litzlan, and 
Mordechai & Esther pulling them out of their Hevel (emptiness) and giving them the true Simcha. 

ח טז  לַיְּהוּדִים הָיְתָה אוֹרָה וְשִׂמְחָה וְשָׂשׂן וִיקָר   

** 
When you are on fire, you are in a different world. R' Pinchos Menachem Malach Zatzal said that in Novardok, 
they didn’t work on Inyanei Kedusha, since after learning Mussar B'hispa'alus, they were on such a “high” 
that they couldn’t even think of these issues. Giving a Chabura can also put you into a different world, and 
save you from your base desires, e.g., Kin'ah, Ta'ava, and Kavod etc. R' Wainkrantz Zatzal once told me that 
getting drunk on Purim won’t really give Simcha. Learning Chovos Halvavos 3-4 hours gives true Simcha.  
Chovos Halvavos especially, has loads of Kedusha, and those who develop a relationship with that Sefer are 
super happy and they have an easy time with:  כְּבִישַׁת הַיֵצֶר overcoming the Yetzer Hara. The Velt says that the 
Yetzer Hara didn’t “get along” with the Chovos Halvavos. Start slowly, with bits and pieces of Chovos 
Halvavos whenever you have a spare moment.            
Some people need to skip around to those parts that turn them “on”. But a continuous soft niggun makes it 
sink into your system, and it gives you super spiritual energy. It makes you alive with Ahavas Hashem, and 
you become serious about the value of Ruchaniyus. R' Michoel Schwarz Zatzal told me that you have to pour: 
  .rivers of Chovos Halvavos upon yourself מַיִם רַבִּים 
R’ Wainkrantz Zatzal was once describing to me each “Shaar” of Chovos Halvavos, and his mouth was 
watering. You develop a love for this Sefer, and it won’t betray you. Try to make this your #1 priority in life, 
and make this Sefer dominate you. R' Nosson Wachtfogel Zatzal once remarked about the custom in Yeshiva 
of learning Sefer Orchos Chaim of the Rosh during Chodesh Elul, that: “The Ikar is the niggun!” The: לֶהָבָה 
flame is the “Niggun” and the “Hispa'alus”. When a person brings Hashem into his life, this causes his potential 
to blossom in all its glory. Learning Chovos Halvavos brings Hashem into your life, especially with a soft 
Niggun; it will wake up your soul.                
For good reason did R' Wainkrantz Zatzal say that hours of learning Chovos Halvavos gives us much more 
Simcha than wine, or dancing and singing. This Sefer changes your mode from being a “taker”, to being 
a “giver”. This: אַבִי אַבוֹת founding father of Mussar Seforim is loaded with the Yesod of gratitude to Hashem. 
The “Chovos Halvavos mentality” is what caused so many Jews to happily give their lives Al Kiddush Hashem.  
Learning Mussar and especially Chovos Halvavos gives you a: לֵב בָּשָׂר feeling heart. R' Nosson Wachtfogel 
Zatzal used to talk loads about having a true Lev. It’s worth investing time, with lots of Chovos Halvavos, 
to develop a Lev Tahor; which is the Ikar. It will make you much happier, and more “real”. 


