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Despite Major Difficulties, Real Malchus Moves on As If
Nothing Happened

Rashi says: in‘1an 1n1Tiny that the brothers demoted Yehuda from his position. It is interesting that these
days, all presidents are getting impeached. This is a most traumatic experience. When President Nixon had to

give a speech when he was being impeached, he was choking in tears. Abdicating a throne is even worse. Yet,

Yehuda seems totally calm as if nothing happened. No complaint or: ni2' charge that the Shevotim were for sure

more wrong than he was.

Instead, he calmly got involved in a business partnership (''77y w'x) and in getting married. This is real Malchus,

when despite such trauma, you move on as if nothing happened. The Melech is a “total-content” person, and
life’s difficulties don’t pull him down. Yehuda’s very name means Hoda‘ah, i.e., he was total thankfulness

and never complaining.

A Melech Must Be Total Thankfulness,
Always Singing Out of Utter Hakaras
HaTov to Hashem
It is interesting that the #1 Melech, which is
Dovid, was: x»2"w 78w ninnt 0'va the sweet
singer of Israel, always singing beautifully.
This means total thankfulness. This is why
only Yehuda (Mr. Thank you incarnate) can
be Melech. A Melech must always sing out
of utter Hakaras HaTov to Hashem. In last
week’s Parsha, Hashem told Yaakov that:
x 7 AKX '¥70n 0701 kings will come forth
from you. Why did Hashem suddenly tell him
this? We can suggest that when Hashem
saw Yaakov saying: x a7 nnwn 75 "7 Wl | have
EVERYTHING, and: n2wi Dr7000 750 'Mdy
x 27 | am humbled from all of Hashem’s
Chesed, instead of complaining about his
horrific pecklach (Lavan and Eisav, etc.). he
saw that Yaakov was: nid'm?% 4x1 Malchus

material.

Overcoming Horrific Nisyonos Makes a

Person Malchus Material

Rashi mentions that both Yaakov and Yosef
had brothers who hated them and wanted to
kill them. Similarly, Dovid was told by his
family to be a shepherd in a lion and bear
infested area in order to kill him. This is all
Hashgacha Pratis, since overcoming such
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Thankfulness Brings All Yeshuos
A woman used to daven that her husband should be Matzliach
in his learning. For a year and %2 he was learning okay. One
week, she decided to stop davening and instead she would
only thank Hashem that she has a husband a Ben Torah. That
week, her husband suddenly started having unusual success
and Geshmak in learning! He had no idea what his wife was
doing!
In Hilchos Brachos, the Rambam says that a person should
ask from Hashem and thank Hashem. But only by thanking
and praising Hashem the Rambam says: n1 nn nann 722
naiwn the more the better (similar to Haggadah Shel Pesach
where it says: na1Yn N7 "0 DNYN NX'YA 1907 NANn 73). This
Chanukah, it would be a great idea to only thank! Like Yaakov
said: x a7 nven 75 "7 Wt | have EVERYTHING, and watch all the
Yeshuos from all areas! A Melech is always richer than
everyone else, and a Cohen Gadol has to also be the richest
Cohen. Being rich is a symbol of: i77n2 nnwn 1'wy 4nT'X one
who is truly rich, i.e., someone who is content with what he
has. And the Velt says: “A thankful heart is close to the riches
of the universe!”
We bring Bikkurim until Chanukah (Mishna) and the holy
Alshich says that Bikkurim is done with lots of fanfare,
because thankfulness is the main Yesod of Yiddishkeit. Those
who brought their Bikkurim in gold and silver baskets, would
be given back their gold and silver baskets to take home. But
those who brought them in cheap baskets, the basket would
be kept by the Cohanim. (Mishna). Chazal say that this is to
show that if a person acts rich, then he continues being
rich.




Nisyonos makes a person: nid'7n7 ux) Malchus material.
The end of Parshas Vayishlach has the names of Ejsav’s kings who are called: niTx '919x Alufei Edom, and
RSRH Zatzal explains that niTx '917x “Alufei” Edom are a type of Malchus. They are not giving people and caring

people. Unlike a Melech Yisroel whom the Rambam calls: nyn 1% the heart of the entire nation. They have a
heart and feelings. Like Yehuda, who saved Yosef. And he saved him by saying: »  xin 111w 12'nx he is our
brother and flesh, i.e., full of love and warmth. This is exactly Malchus, since the Melech is the: nyn 17 a heart!
People who are “full” and content in their own lives can truly love others and care for them.

Novardok

R' Simcha Wasserman Zatzal had a Chinuch from Novardok. He was Mamash a Gadol B'torah who knew
everything, and the more Chashuva BMG Talmidim were in awe of his Gadlus in Torah. He went from city to
city to start Mosdos, and he spoke perfect English. The most modern professional Americans felt comfortable
with him. He was a Tzaddik and Anav.

He was full of Menucha and Simcha, and was Moser Nefesh for Zikkui HaRabbim. He gave the most brilliant
Shmuessin, in his warm, soft voice. | once discussed Ka'as (anger) with him, and he humbly said that he
wishes he could do better in that area. | wanted to make a telephone call, and | needed change. He ran to
get me all the change | needed, despite him being a: |j1 older person and | was a young Yungerman.

He liked R’ Avigdor Miller Zatzal, since he understood the new generation, and he didn’t live in an “ivory tower
like others who didn’t do much for the Klal since they didn’t relate to the new Dor. Novardok was very sensitive
to understanding the new generation and giving them what worked for their level. He was a Tzadik Yesod
Olam, with every good Midda you can imagine. Yet, he came across almost like as if he had been born in the
USA, since he lowered himself to help many American Baalei Teshuva. He did wonders in Kiruv. |a! inidT
x 172y May his merit protect over us, Amen.

He built many Yeshivos called Ohr Elchonon, in memory of his father, R' Elchonon Wasserman Zatzal,
together with R' Moshe Chodosh Zatzal, who was also a brilliant Talmid Chochom and Baal Mussar from
Chevron (son of R' Meir Chodosh Zatzal). Here we had Novardok and Slabodka working together; both were
heavily involved in Zikkui HaRabbim. R' Moshe put out a beautiful Sefer with the Shmuessin of R' Yisroel
Yaakov Lubchansky Zatzal, the illustrious son-in-law of the Alter of Novardok.

| asked him: “What is a Slabodka Talmid getting involved in Gedolei Novardok?” He told me: “What's the
difference? He was a major Adam Gadol, and that’s all that counts"!
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| heard a story about R' Baruch Mordechai Ezrachi Zatzal. He spoke in front of 1000 Bachurim, and kept
repeating again and again: “| am the Rash'kebe'hag!” They didn’t understand what he wanted, until he said:
“I want everyone to say about himself: “| am a Rash'kebe'hag!” This Tzadik had the Slabodka Derech perhaps
more than anyone else.

He was a big: 'noa (hidden Tzadik) and the greatest Talmidei Chevron had tremendous respect for him. He
was rare indeed in that he lived a true Derech, which is priceless and he was: nnxav nnx truth of truth. Most
people, even Bnei Aliya, may Shteig plenty, but they are never Zoche to bring out all their dormant Kochos
because they had no Rebbe who can guide them.

Of course, in our Dor, we have no right to criticize anyone. But a: nix'xnin 1j2' (rare phenomenon) like this
person is still worth studying. His unusual Ahavas HaTorah, his sense of humor, his Shimush Talmidei
Chachomim (their style of learning, plus their actions), his unusual Simcha, his Chi'yus (life) and: yn drive,
his Mesirus Nefesh for Zikkui HaRabbim (including making trips all over the world), his Middos and Ahavas
Yisroel, his not looking for Kavod, etc.
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